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THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 
WASHINGTON 25, D.C. 
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5 July 1960 
MEMORANDUM FOR: Brigadier General Goodpaster 
Subject: Request for Resumption Of fecliiiiiiieie: 


Operations 


1. The Joint Chiefs of Staff, CINCPAC and the intelli- 
&@ vital requirement for photo reconnais~ 
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CINCPAC requested bermission of the Joint Chiefs of Stafr to 
resume these operations. The Joint Chiefs of Staff have 
concluded that The scrote si iiecs because of its low altitude 
aspect, would be more provocative then a high altitude recon- 
naissance platform such as the eee ills eereeee, 
ceseceeeecee REASONS for this conclusion in ‘relative terms 


‘are’ as’ follows: 
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, POPES REET RESESESES SSSR SESSSSSS OSES ESE a low 
level penetration of Seeeese eeues Bie seg inee bis Se 4:8 Reis eis sce ea at 
‘ssae++ goes in on the deck, climbs to about 1000 feet ‘iri 
photo objective area, and departs sates scene cere cess peta 
covering targets. At this low level, no one on pare 
seeeriiit: dn vicinity of penetration route can miss the 
presence of the reconnaissance aircraft, Even conven- 
tional small arms fire (although ineffective) can be 


directed against aircraft. 5 


b. At this low altitude, if a mishap occurred, in- 
cluding mechanical difficulty, there would be little 
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Chance of aircraft escaping a erash |°; Deccan pa hae 


&- Loss of thet:::::: for any reason at this time 
could negate or delay obtaining more comprehensive 
coverage of tactical and strategic photo objectives :::: 


‘ieitii. which are of highest priority nature, and of °*" 
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vital importance. 


ER Ana seen sees fLOwn at optimum altitude (i.e., 
over 60,000) can ‘obtain complete photo coverage of area 
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fensive ants Ee to react effectively aaa an 4 z 
aircraft at this altitude. \ 
Sk 
2. As you are well aware, collateral reports have in- 
dicated a continuing build-up by ------:: of all military 
capabilities ..ii::-----:::1::,_ Some of these reports have 
indicated that most advanced hardware, <-----etts:tiiitisiiis: 
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against 2. sseseessetes aa SEE capability continuous Ei ao 
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ment exists to confirm periodically these reports. Photo 
surveillance, on a continuous basis, so long as intelligence 


indicates aggressive intentions of -......--- : in the area, is 
essential. ~ erp e 


resume ':::-:: operations on a limited basis in order to meet 
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and the Department of State. 


5. Defense and State have concurred in my recommendation. 
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